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limits, is essential to the progress of science,
and even to its existence.

And this leads us to a third fact, whic^ con-
victs the alleged law of total falsehood. Men
may doubtless study the laws of nature, and
even social politics, and still shut their eyes re-
solutely against the presence and authority of
the God of heaven. Modern Sociology founds
its own claim to superior merit and wisdom, in
no slight degree, on this fatal blindness. But
even this now philosophy, with its most violent
efforts, cannot get rid of so-called metaphysical
ideas, or advance science a single step by deal-
ing with mere phenomena alone. All its dis-
cussions turn on such topics as the indestructi-
bility of matter, the continuity of motion, the
persistence of forco, the transformation and
equivalence of forces, the rhythm of motion,
the instability of tho homogeneous. All these
ideas or modes of thought are just as abstract
and metaphysical us those it protends to abjure.
The main conceptions are those of the elder
metaphysics, but under fresh disguises, or in
now combinations

This remark applies fully to M. Comte's own
works. 1 open, casually tho first volume of his
t: System of Positive Politics," and in tho first
paragraph of ton lines I find a crowd of